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i-pThe following, from Arch Bishop Newcome’s Ob- 


¥ 


servations on the conduct and character of Jesus 
Christ, is thought.to be as good an illustration of 
Christ’s celebrated prophecy recorded in Mat. xxiv. 
as we ever yet have seen. And it is offered to our 
readers in confirmation of what we have heretofore 
published on this subject. 
In our Lord’s last severe reprehension of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, he declared that upon the lews should 
come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from 


the blood of righteous Abel, unto the blood of Zacha- 
rias, [son of Barachias ;; whom they slew between the 


temple and the altar. And he emphatically repeated | 


his denunciation, and limited its period: “Verily, | 


say unto you, all these things shal! 


. . - ' 
generation.” He then lament: d the obstinacy of the! 


Jews, and added, *‘Behold, your house is left unto 
you des slate 379 
with the ground. 


Whep Jesus took his final leave of the temple four 


days before his crucifixion, his disciples observed to} 


him the beanty and magnitude of the stones with 
which it was built. and the magnificence of the dona- 
tions with which it was enriched. 


replied, See ye not all these things? There shall not 


be left here one stone upon avother, that shall not be | 


thrown down.’ And the same day, as he sat on the 
mount of Olives, which commanded a full view of the 


temple and of the whole city, a circumstance which | 


added energy to a discourse in which their desolation 
was described and deplored, four of his apostles, Peter. 
James, Join and Andrew, said to him apart, Master, 
tell ns when these things will be, and what is the sien 
of thy coming [to effect this destruction,] and of the 
concinsion of the [Mosaic] age.”? By explaining our 
Lord’s answer, as it stands in the three evangelists 
who record this famous prophecy, and by shewing how 
each circumstance relating to the destruction of the 
Jews bas been fulfilled, all the prophecies on the same 
subject, here ranged according to the time in which 
they were delivered, will he duly illustrated. 

“See, said onr Lord, that none deceive you. For 
many will come in my name, saying, | am the Christ: 
and will deceive many: and the time approacheth : 


Go ve not therefore after them.” This prediction our | would exhibit evident wonders and signs, effected by 


Lord thus repeated: “Many false prophets will rise, 
and will deceive many: And again: “Then if any 
man shall say unto you, Lo here is Christ, or there; 
believe it not. For there sha!) arise false Christs, and 
false prophets, and shall shew great signs and won- 
ders ; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall de- 
ceive the very elect. sehold | have told you before. 
Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold he is in 
the desert, go not forth.” And he had before deliver- 
ed it to his disciples: “They shall say unto you, See 
Here, or, see there: go not after them, nor follow 
them.” And in the sermon on the mount: ‘*Beware 
of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing. 
but ‘awardly they are ravening wolves.” Vanini calls 
this 4 cunning and crafty prophécy ; as ifour Lord de- 
atom not only to establish his own reputation, but to 
‘eleat the pretensions of rivals. But we shall soon 
see reason to be convinced that it was an affectionate 
rs slageng's admonition, intended to preserve his 
PRES and the Jews from the danger of following 
meen Bal seditio is leaders ; as both the deluders 
ed often came toa miseialle end. 


come upon this! 


your habitation shali soon be laid even | 


Upon this our Lord | 


| Agreeably to his declaration on this particular sub- | ance of five stadia. His design was to shew them 
| ject, “The time approacheth ;” events soon began to | from this eminence that, at his command, the walls of 
| verify our Lord’s words. Jerusalem would fall to the ground: an event which 
| About a year after Jesus’ crucifixion, Simon Magus | would be succeeded by the conquest of the Roman 
\“eave out-among the Samaritans that he was some garrison and an absolute sovereignty over theJews. But 
great one: to whom they all gave heed from the least | Felix, with whom the Jewish nation co-operated, met 
| to the greatest, saying, This man is the great power of | him with a large body of horse and foot; a fight ensu- 
'God.” At the same time appeared Dositheus the Sa- ed, the Egyptian fled with a few, most of those with 
maritan, whose disciple Simon Magus is called by the him were destroyed or taken, and the remaining mul. 
author of the Apostolical Constitutions ; and who, ac- 'titude were scattered to their respective habitations, 
cording to Origen, endeavored to persuade the Sama- and concealed themselves from their pursuers. 
ritans that he was the Messiah prophesed of by Moses.| This disturbance was no sooner composed than, as 
About the fourth year after Christ’s death another |it happens in a diseased body, the violence of the dis- 
Samaritan impostor arose, who asserted that he would | order shewed itself in another part. For impostors 
shew the people sacred utensils deposited by Moses in and robbers collected themselves together, and induc- 
'Gerizim, the holy mountain of the Samaritans. An|ed many to revolt from the Romans. 
armed multitude, assembled on this occasion, was de- St. Paul in his second epistle to the church of Co- 
feated by Pilate, and their chiefs were taken captive rinth, written, as is generally supposed, about the 
and slain. twenty fifth year after our Lord’s death, mentions fals- 
About eight years after this, Paul and Barnabas aposiles as existing at that time among the Corinthians, 
found in the island of Paphos a certain sorcerer, a Jew- and characterizes them as deceitful workers, who 
ish fulse prophet, whose name was Barjesus, a man full transformed themselves into apostles of Christ. 
of all subtilty and all mischief; whom the apostle| Portius Festus was appointed by Nero to succeed 
struck with blindness for endeavoring to turn away | Felix, in the course of the twenty eighth year after 
the Roman deputy from the Christian faith. Christ’s death: and one of his first acts was to send a 
In the same year, “‘under the procuratorship of force of horse and foot against persons deceived by a 
Cuspius Fadus, a certain impostor, named Theudas, certain impostor ; who promised them deliverance and 
persuaded a very great multitude to take with them | a cessation from their misfortanes, if they would follow 
| what they possessed, and follow him to the river Jor- | him into the desert, And those who were sent destroy- 
‘dan. For he asserted that he was a prophet, and pro-|ed the deceiver himself and his adherents. 
mised that he would command the river to divide, and | St. Paul, in his second epistle to Timothy, written 
' would cive them an easy passage through it. And by |about twenty eight years after the death of Christ, 
making such pretensions he deceived many. However, | speaks of teachers whose ‘“‘ words ate like a canker, 
| Fadus did not long permit them to enjoy their folly; | of whom was Hymeneus and Philetus, who concerning 
| but sent out a troop ofhorse against them, which came | the truth erred, saying that the resurrection was pas- 
on them unexpectedly, killed many, and made many | sed already ; and overthrew the faith of some.” 
prisoners. And they took Theudas himself, struck off | I am inclined to place the writing of St. John’s first 
his head, and sent it to Jerusalem.” | epistle a few years before the destruction of Jerusalem, 
About the twenty third year after our Lord’s death, |} though some learned men assign it a date long after 
Josephus writes that Judea was again full of robbers,|that event. He speaks of many antichrists, and of 
and impostors who deccived the multitude : and that | many false prophets that had gone out into the world. 
Felix, the Roman governor, took many of these every; Nor did these delusions cease, even after the Ro- 
day with the robbers, and destroyed them. mans had actually taken possession of Jerusalem: and 
The historian goes on to observe, that “Simpostors | I do not pursue the subject lower. So true were our 
(and deceivers persuaded the multitude [of Jerusalem] | Lord’s words, that they should not only precede but 
to follow them info the desert. For they said that they | accompany the overthrow of that devoted city. 
| ‘*Women and children of the people, anda large 
the interposition of the Deity. And many were per- |mixed multitude of six thousand, fled to a polico of the 
suaded and suffered the punishments due to their folly. outer temple. But before Cesar determined any thing 
For Felix brought them back, and punished them.”’ covcerning them, or issued his orders to the comman- 
This is elsewhere related in the following manner :| ers, the enraged soldiers fired the potico. Thus it 
\“There was formed besides these [assassins] a body happened that some were destroyed by precipitating 
of other wicked men, of purer hands indeed but of | themselves out of the fire, that others perished in the 
more impious opinions; who destroyed the happiness flames, and that of so great a number none escaped. 
| of the city no less than the murderers themselves.— A certain false prophet caused the destruction of these ; 
| For cheats and deccivers, who aimed at innovations and who proclaimed on that day in the city that God com- 
revolutions under pretence of divine impulse, persuad-|™anded them te go up to the temple, where they 
ed the people to act like madmen, and led them info | should receive signs of deliverance. And at this time 
the desert, on a promise that God would there shew | there were many prophets suborned by the tyrannical 
them signs of deliverance. Against these Felix sent | rulers to assure the people of assisiance from God ; that 
horse and foot; for it seemed to be the foundation ofa they might be less inclined to desert, and that hope 
revolt; and put to death a great multitude.” might prevent the flight of such as could not be retain- 
Josephus then proceeds to relate the history of the ed by fear and custody. Men are soon persuaded in 
Egyptian false prophet, of whom he also gives an ac- | the midst of calamities: and when a deceiver adds a 
count in another part of his works. This deceiver came | promise of freedom from the pressure of present dan- 
irom Egypt to Jerusalem, gained the reputation of a |S, the sufferer becomes all hope.” 
| prophet, and collected about thirty thousand deluded ‘At that time therefore decetvers, and pretenders to 

















| followers. ‘Theso he led from the desert to the mount | 9 divine commission, falsely and fatally persuaded the 
‘of Olives, which was opposite to the city at the dist- people.” Josephus. 





EN AT a A acta Hi 


<r teene ee en 























“a 
a 













2 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





i as 








Our Lord foretold to the Jews that, “ if another 
come in his own name, him they would receive.”’— 
We have seen that Dositheus actually assumed the 
character of the Messiah: and others did the same in 
effect. For they promised signs of deliverance, assist- 
ance from God, and a period to the evils suffered un- 
der the Roman yoke. And the received notion of the 
Messiah was, that he should redeem, or deliver, 
Israel. 

We have seen how well founded our Lord’s warn- 
ing was, when he said, “' Wherefore if they say unto 
you, Behold he is in the desert, go not forth.” And we 
may justly conclude that he had equal reason for ad- 
ding, “If they say, Behold he is in the secret cham- 
bers, (in the closets of Jerusalem, or of any other city, 
collecting followers,) believe it not.” We have read 
in Josephus that the Egyptian false prophet first came 
to Jervsalem: and the natural course of impostors is, 
to increase their strength clandestinely at first; and 
the beginnings of those, whose designs were never 
brought to maturity, are too inconsiderable to be taken 
notice of in history. 

Our Lord founds his caution against these dangerous 
tleluders on the following reason. The appearance of 
the Son of Man, to be expected at the time referred to, 
will not be confined to a particular place, and mueh 
less to a place of retirement and obscurity: it will be 
as extensive as the lightning which shineth from one ex- 
tremity of the heaven to the other: for his vengeance 
will be proportioned to the guilt of the Jewish people ; 
and wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles 
be assembled to partake of their prey. Accordingly 
Josephus informs us that ‘‘there was no part of Judea 
which did not suffer destruction together with the 
shief city.” 

(To be Continued.) 





SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION, 


The Southern Association of Universalists met, ac- 
cording to adjournment, at the house of Capt. William 
Wood, in South Wilbraham, Mass. on the first instant, 
and opened the session with prayer by J. Bisbe, Jun. 
They then proceeded to organize the council, by 
choosing Sebastian Streeter, moderator, and J. Bisbe, 
Jr. clerk. A committee of H. H. Winchester, J. Bis- 
be, Jr. and H. Ballou, 2d. was appointed to receive 
requests for letters of fellowship or ordination, and to 
report thereon. Adjourned to meet at 8 o’clock on 
Wednesday morning, and closed the session for the 
evening with prayer by T. Whittemore. Met on Wed- 
nesday according to adjournment, and opened the 
council with prayer by H. Ballou, 2d. Received the 
Hartford Society of Universalists into the fellowship of 
the Association. Appointed T. Jones, J. Flagg and D. 
Pickering a committee of discipline for the ensuing 
year. Closed with prayer by the moderator. 

Thursday morning opened the council with prayer( 
by H. H. Winchester. Granted the request of L. R. 
Paige and J. P. Fuller, for ordination, Closed with 
prayer by H. Ballov. 

Voted to adjourn the Association to meet at Dana, 
Mass. on the first Wednesday in June, 1826. 

Per order, Joun Bispe, Jn. Clerk. 


Order of Services for WEDNESDAY. 


MORNING. 
Prayer, J. P. Fuller. 


Sermon, H. H. Winchester, Text, Isaiah xii. 3, 
“Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells 
of salvation.” 

Prayer, T. Whittemore. 

AFTERNOON, 

Prayer, H. Ballou, 2d. 

Sermon, J. Bisbe, Jr. Text, Mat. ¥. 17, 18, “Think 
not that Iam come to destroy the law, or the prophets : 
Tam not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say 
unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tit- 


tle shall inno wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 
Prayer, S. Streeter. 





EVENING, 
Prayer, H. Ballou. 
Sermon, H. Ballou, 2d. John xii. 32, “And I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 
Prayer, T. G. Farnsworth. 


THURSDAY MORNING. 


Prayer, J. Bisbe, Jr. 

Sermon, H. Ballou, Text, Mal. iii. 9, ** Ye are curs- 
ed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole 
nation.”” 

Prayer, L. R. Paige. 

AFTERNOON. 
Ordination Service. 

Prayer, J. Flagg. 

Sermon, &. Streeter, 1 Cor. xiv. 8, ‘*For if the trum- 
pet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself 
lo the battle.” 

Ordaining Prayer, J. Bisbe, Jr. 

Charge and delivery of the Scriptures, H. Ballou. 

Right Hand of fellowship, T. Whittemore. 

Prayer, S. Streeter. 

EVENING. 

Prayer, J. Flagg. 

Sermon, T. Whittemore, 1 Tim. iv. 1, ‘* Now the 
Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter tames some 
shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spir- 
its, and doctrines of devils.”’ 

Prayer, T. G. Farnsworth. 


This session was passed in the most gratifying har- 
mony, and the souls of the brethren were cheered by 
pleasing intelligence from the societies in fellowship, 
and from various parts of the country. The meetings 
were filled with attentive hearers, and the influence of 
God seemed present to bless. May the society in Wil- 
braham, the ministering bretbren,/and those who at- 
tended our meetings, be enlightened and refreshed by 
the services that were performed on this occasion, and 
finally meet, with all the ransomed family, to spend 
an eternal association in heaven. 

Religious Inquirer. 





(cr We are happy to announce to the public the com- 
mencement of a new publication entitled, Tare CAan- 
pip EXAMINER, printed every other Monday in 
Montrose, Penn. and edited by C. R. Marsh. The 
following is an extract from the Editor’s Address to | 
the public, in the first No. of the work :— 


‘Po believers in the Abrahamic faith, who stagger 


spoiler; but now they behold it asa goodly tree oi 
the forest, promising in its speedy growth ere long to 
rear its shooting top as high as the proudest monarc}: 
of the wood. They saw it as a little murmuring 
stream, insufficient to bathe, with its scanty waters, 
the burning feet of the weary pilgrim; but now they 
behold it, with the conjunction of other streams, swel 
ling toa flowing river, bearing down on its strong cur 
rent the obstacles which would impede its progress.— 
This pleasing prospect brethren, calls for our contin- 
ued exertion. As instruments in the hand of God, in 
furthering his views, it is hoped you will not disgrace 
your holy profession by a careless negligence of those 
duties which your divine religion enjoins. It is yours 
to show by well ordered lives and godly conversation, 
that your faith has not that demoralizing influence 
which your enemies have so often insinuated. It is 
yours to show forth the excellency of your doctrine, by 
excellency of conduct. It is therefore hoped and ex- 
pected that every believer in God’s universal goodness 
will so demean himself as becometh the true and gen- 
uine christian.” 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


MORAL INFLUENCE OF ORTHODOXY. 


Part of a Sermon from Jer. vi. 14, ** They have healed 
also the hurt of the daughter of my people slighily, 


saying, Peace, Peace, when there is no peace.” 


Every one knows that a wound may be so managed 
by a surgeon as to heal slightly over, appear cured,— 
and after all be left in a worse condition than ever, to 
fester in secret, and to eat away the life of the victim. 
Such is the case mentioned in our text: ‘‘they have 
healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people 
slightly.” 

They, who had been guilty of this mismanagement, 
were the prophets anc priests; as we discover by the 
preceding verse: ‘“‘from the prophet even unto the 
priest, every one dealeth falsely; they have healed 
also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly.”»— 
The Lord had prepared us, by what he said in the end 
of the foregoing chapter, to expect no better result 
from the management of this reverend class: ‘*A won- 
derful and horrible thing is committed in the land ; 
the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests bear 
rule by their means; and my people love to have it 
so.» Chap. v. 30, 31. 

It scarcely needs to be remarked, that by the wound, 
which had been thus slightly healed, we are to under- 





not at the promise of God, through unbelief, but being 
strong in faith give glory to God ; belzeving that what he | 


; 


has promised he is also able to perform, we wish you all | 
the happiness which an unshaken confidence in the | 
boundless goodness of the kind Parent of the universe, | 
can give, and all that conformity to the divine require- | 
ments which that faith whtch works by love and puri- | 
fies the heart, can produce. We congratulate the | 
brethren of this vicinity on that great field of joy which | 
is opening before them in prospect of the glorious suc- 
cess which present circumstances promise to their 
cause. 

Truth appears to be on its march, attended with 
triumphant conquest. Buta few years since, the doc- 
trine which teaches that the Grace of God bringeth 
salvation to all men, found support from but three or 
four individuals in this section of country. ‘The feeble 
voice they lifted up in its support, died away unheard 
amid the thunders that were uttered against it. But 
it has pleased the God of heaven to open many ears to 
the still small voice, until it has sounded far around, 
and has been echoed back again by those who wel- 
comed its testimony to their believing hearts. The 
progress of our cause has been more rapid, than the 
most sanguine hopes of its first patrons. 

They saw our Cause, when, like a tender plant, it 
was trampled upon by the unpitying foot of every 








stand, @ sinful disposition,—an inclination to trans- 
gress: the worst and most maglignant wound that 
ever afflicted human nature. 

And the plain meaning of our text, when divested of 
its figurative dress, is, that the prophets and priests of 
that age, pretended to heal the moral disorders of the 
people, and finally professed to have actually done it, 
saying, **Peace, Peace;” but that, after all, they had, 
in reality, succeeded no farther than to render the 
people, what Christ afterwards pronounced then, like 
whited sepulchres, fair without, but within full of all 
manner of uncleanness. All they had done was but 
outside appearance ; the hearts of the people they had 
left as sinful as ever. 

But it is of little use to call up the faults and mis- 
management of a set of priests who lived two or three 
thousand years ago, unless their mistakes may serve to 
detect similar mismanagements among ourselves.—— 
Was it only in the days of Jeremiah, that the priests 


were ever liable to fall into such a pernicious mistake ? 
Let us see. 


Let us examine the medicines and treatment used by 
the priests of latter times, to heal the hurt of the 
daughter of God’s people. Let us see whether the 
doctrines and modes of preaching now generally relied 
upon to reform the world, are, in their natural influ- 
ence, salutary, and calculated to effect this purpose. 
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We will begin, where those doctrines begin, with the 
-haracter they attribute to human nature. You all 
know. that it is a fundamental article of orthodozy, 
that all mankind, in their natural state, are totally de- 
praved. This notion runs through the whole range of 
common preaching, and leavens every portion of relig- 
sous instruction which orthodoxy affords. Now, my 
friends, what is the natural influence of this one senti- 
ment,--total depravity ? It certainly teaches sinners 
that they cannot render themselves worse, do what 
they will, than they already are; for who was ever so 
stupid as to imagine that man could become more than 
wholly depraved! But is this salutary? Is it not, on 
the contrary, bighly pernicious to destroy all appre- 
hension of greater criminality, and thus to remove that 
patural caution which preserves the regular and the 
prudent from the excesses of wickedness? But this is 
pot all: this system teaches mankind not only that 
they cannot render themselves worse, but also that 
they cannot make themselves betier, than they already 
are. My friends, I do not misrepresent this system, 
when I say that it requires men, on pain of eternal 
damnation, to believe that they can produce no change, 
no improvement, in their minds, which will be really 
for the better; and that, until God sees fit to effect a 
miraculous change, contrary to their whole nature, all 
their actions and all their thoughts, be they seemingly 
good or bad, are alike infinitely wicked, and offensive 
in his sight. Preachers often tell sinners, iu #0 many 
words, that to break off their vicious habits and to re- 
form their lives, is to do nothing at all towards gaining 
ihe one thing needful ; and that to devote their atten- 
tions to this, is, in fact, only to Jay a snare to entrap 
themselves in hell with the leluded moralists. Such 
is the doctrine, which thousands whe do not believe a 
word of it, still support, because they think it the best 
calculated to promote morality! I have often reflect- 
ed on the subject; and if an individual may be allow- 
ed to * shew his opinion’ in opposition to half the com- 
munity, I say, that the doctrine of total deprarily is a 
poison so powerful, that, if made an important part of 
any system, it must neutralize every good property that 
ever was or ever can be, associated with it. 

But it will, perhaps, be urged, that notwithstanding 
orthodoxy teaches all that has been mentioned, yet it 
also exhorts sinners to repent and to become religious ; 
and that it does this in the most powerful manner too, 
by threatening endless torment on those who refuse or 
neglect. Let all this be granted; though it may be 
doubted whether it urges the most powerful motives. 
And we will, for the present, pass over the absurdity 
ofits exhorting men to do what it denounces as damna- 
ble heresy to imagine they can do any thing about,— 
we will only ask, what is the great work which it thus 
urges, and would compel people to perform? Answer: 
to fear hell; and to be willing to be damned. My 
friends, we have not accustomed ourselves to inquire, 
with sufficient attention, into the object of the affecting 
exhortations and appalling threatenings of orthodoxy. 
let us be more particular. Is it to forsake their evil 
courses, to reform their conduct, to repent of the sev- 
eral sins they themselves have committed, and to com- 
mit them no more, that sinners are exhorted? No, in- 
pt - is by no means the great, the all-important 
Pe Ped ips of the doctrine under consideration, 
per rey ar pains to caution the sinner against mis- 

g this for the ‘ one thing needful.’ This, they de- 
wun is not religion, but dead morality ; with all of 
They Pe: rt ust as well be damned, as without it. 
ald teas A gs emg us, how particular persons 
thes gas id spirit of conviction, in this way; and 
fa she ha consciences, and sealed their dread. 
a ag Bi ” Lord, it is said, had begun to operate 
had es s; they were ina hopeful way: they 
wahteee aroused from their lethargy, and awak- 
the dectt nse of their horrible condition. But, alas! 
ret i rome, and told them to amend their moral 

Cters; and they, deluded victims, took up with 
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the fatal advice, and so sunk again into their false se- 
curity, to awake no more, till they shall awake in 


hell! 
Indeed, it is not uncommon for these preachers to 


say, expressly, that the abandoned wretch is in a fairer 
way for religion, than the virtuous, moral man. 

What is it, then, that they mean by exhorting us to 
repentance? Why, they mean that we should repent, 
not so much of our own particular Vices or crimes, but 
of that desperately wicked nature, with which, it is 
said, we were born into the world ; or rather, that we 
should be alarmed on account of it. They mean that 
we should feel ourselves to be the subjects of God’s 
wrath and curse, on account of this nature ; that we 
should despair of altering our condition; and be 
brought to realize that nothing but a miracle on the 
part of heaven can afford us relief. These are the 
prime objects of all their exhortations, of all their pro- 
mises and threatenings. However great we may sup- 
pose the force which their system can exert, we must 
remember that all that force is concentrated to such 
points as these, and here expended. Moralily, or nat- 
ural Virtue, instead of finding her cause warmly pat- 
ronized by it, is treated rather as a heathen, vainly in- 
truding herself into christian company. MARcws. 





FOR THE UNIVERSAL!ST MAGAZINE. 
(c'-The following extract of a letter from Mrs. Thank- 
ful Simmons, of Stow, Vt. to the Rev. Hosea Ballou, 
giving an account of the death of her husband, 
Capt. GeorncEe Simmons, is published as a grateful 
remembrance of a worthy friend and professor of 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 


When the Universalist Societies in Woodstock, Bar- 
nard, Bridgewater,Bethel and Hariland,Vt. were or- 
ganized, Capt. Geo. Simmons was both active and 
liberal in aiding a cause when then was much per- 
secuted. 

* Rev. Sir,—I am left alone—I am desolate and af- 
flicted. It bas pleased God in infinite wisdom to take 
from me my companion in life,—my bosom friend is re- 
moved by death. In my advanced age I am left to 
mourn his loss, yet I trust it is his gain. He appeared 
composed and reconciled to the will of God, patiently 
enduring all things through his sickness. About forty 
eight hours previous to his death, being in great dis- 
tress, he said, O that I could fall asleep in Jesus. He 
was asked if he felt confident, that it would be well 
with him after death,—the answer was, yes, to be 
gone and be with Christ, would be far better than to 
stay here. He had in the course of his sickness fre- 
quently made mention of the hour of his departure, as 
it was a scene that he feared to experience,—it was 
his great desire, chat he might have a quick, easy pas- 
sage out of time,—had a wish that it might take place 
in his sleep, that no one might know of it till he was 
gone, and I think his request was granted, as he pas- 
sed the hour very calm, without the least struggle or 
groan. He held out unshaken in his former opinion, 
respecting the goodness of God, that his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works,—that the promise made to 
Abraham will be fulfilled,—that the whole human 
family will ultimately be made holy and happy. He 
departed this life March 26th, 1825, in the 79th year’ 
of his age, after four weeks confinement to his room,” 


ORDINATION. 

On Wednesday, the 22d instant, Br. Calvin Gardner, 
was Ordained Pastor, over the First Universalist 
Church and Society inCharlestown. Reading of the 
Scriptures, by Br. P. Dean; Introductory Prayer, by 
Br. H. Ballou 2d; Sermon, by Br. T. Jones, from 1. 
Pet. iv. 11. “Jf any man speak, let him speak as the ora- 
cles of God” ; Ordaining Prayer, by Br. S. Streeter ; 
Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, by Br. H. Bal- 
lou; Right Hand of Fellowship, by Br. Benja. Whitte- 
more; Address to the Church and Society, by Br. S. 
Stetson ; Concluding Prayer, by Br. Thos. Whitte- 
more ; and Benediction, by Br. C. Gardner. The 
Choir of the Society performed several appropriate 
pieces of Music, in excellent style, and sang a Hymn 
composed for the occasion, which will be inserted in 
our next number. All these Services were heard, 

















From the (Portland, Me.) Christian Intelligencer. 


REFLECTIONS ON HEBREWS VI. 8. 


—_——— +--+ 


The words which form the subject of our present re- 
flections are these; ** But that which beareth thorns 
and briars is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing ; whose 
end is to be burned.” 


The trae sense of this passage must be obtained by 
a careful attention to some circumstances, which are 
of such importance as to form a safe directory in arriv- 
ing at the object of our inquiries. There can be but 
two conclusions drawn from the text ; these are dif- 
ferent, and even opposite ; and it may be well¢to state 
them in this place. Some conclude, that the words 
before us contain a denuneiation of the wrath of God 
against the sinner, on account of his unfruitfulness ; 
and they suppose that, to be “nigh unto cursing,” 
and the ‘‘end being to be burned,” are expressions 
which threaten eternal perdition tothe subject. Oth- 
ers conceive, that the words in question were intended 
only to describe the immediate condition of sinners, 
as unfruitful, or producing nothing but “thorns and 
briars ;? and that the process of BURNING is referred to 
as necessary to a future productive and fruitful state. 
Which of these conclusions is most rational and scrip- 
tural, may possibly appear from the considerations on 
which we now enter. 

1. We cannot consider the text as designed to pre- 
clude the possibility of the salvation of the unfruitful 
part of human nature; as this would be to construe 
the scriptures against fact and experience. In this 
view the words would prove too much; and the inevi- 
table conclusion, to which they would lead, would not 
be admitted by any order of Christians. Numerous in- 
stances have occurred, where soil was unfruitful, or 
yielded only noxious weeds and poisonous herbs, and 
yet it has undergone improvement, and finally predue- 
ed good fruit. The des is true of the human mind. 
Labor and culture have rendered the mind, which 
once appeared like ‘the field of the slothful,” most 
| productive in ‘the fruits of the spirit.’ Instances in 
| proof of this remark, will occur to every reader of the 
scriptures. ‘* The wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be glad for them; the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. Until the spirit be poured upon 
us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful 
field.” 

2. It may aid our reflections, to refer to a passage 
which holds some analogy to that we are considering : 
‘Cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth unto thee; and thou shalt 
eat the herb of the field..””. The Janguage of this mal- 
ediction was not intended to show, that the earth was 
rendered incapable of producing bread to sustain bu- 
man life; for, in this case, Adam would not have been 
told, ‘tin sorrow shalt thou eat of it ;°? nor would it 
have been said, “‘thou shalt eat the herb of the field.” 
Life is not supported by “thorns and thistles.”” The 
whole extent of the curse is, that the earth, if left to 
itself would produce “thorns and thistles,” and there- 
fore, that man would be obliged to labor and till the 
ground, to obtain his sustenance. And it is equally 
true, that, the preduction of that which the earth 
brings forth, without cultivation, is no argument of 
its incapacity to produce ‘‘bread which strengtheneth 
man’s heart.” Active, continued employment, on the 
stubborn soil, will yield a generous reward, ip the pro- 
ductions which support animal existence. 

3. If a soil yields only “thorns and briars,”” and 
other methods of improvement have failed; those ob- 
stacles to the growth of more pleasant and useful 
fruits, must be eradicated by the process of burning ; 
and the fire, though it wil} act ow the soil, yet is not 
intended to destroy or injure it. The objects of the 
process are improvement and increased fertility. Thus 





with good attention, by a respectable congregation. | 


with reference to the moral condition of man, the 
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riplures use similar language ; ‘“‘when the Lord shall 
nave washed away the filth of the daughter of Zion, 
and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the 
midst thereof, by the spirit of judgment, and by the 
spirit of PRURNING,”’ REFLECTOR, 





SELECTED. 
“THE PHILOSOPHER’S SCALES.” 


‘ Again, he performed an experiment rare ; 

A monk, with austerities bleeding and bare, 

Climbed into his scale ; in the other was laid 

The beart of our Howard, now partly decayed ; 
| When he found, with surprise, that the whole of his 
brother 

Weigh’d less, by some pounds, than this bit of the 

other. 


‘ By further experiments, (no matter how,) 


Among the many excellent articles from the pen of He found that ten chariots weighed less than one 


Miss Jane Taylor, is the following 


g, entitled, ‘* Zhe 
Philosopher’s Scales.” 


‘ In days of yore, as Gothic fable tells, 

When learning dimly gleam’d from grated cells, 
When wild Astrology’s distorted eye 

Shunn’d the fair field of true philosophy, 

And wand’ring through the depths of mental night, 
Sought dark predictions mid the worlds of light ;— 
When curious Alchymy, with puzzled brow, 
Attempted things that Science laughs at now, 
Losing the useful purpose she consults, 

in vain chimeras and unknown results ; 

In those grey times there lived a reverend sage, 
Whose wisdom shed its lustre on the age. 

A monk he was, immured in cloister’d walls, 
Where now the ivy’d ruin crumbling falls. 

Twas a profound seclusion that he chose : 

The noisy world disturb’d not that repose ; 

The flow of murmuring waters, day by day, 

And whistling winds, that forced their tardy way 
Thro’ reverend trees, of ages’ growth, that made, 
Around the holy pile, a deep monastic shade ; 

The chanted psalm, or solitary prayer,— 

Such were the sounds that broke the sence there. 
* * * * * » * 

°T was here, when his rites sacerdotal were o’er, 

In the depth of his cell with its stone-covered floor, 
Resigning to thought his chimerical brain : 

He formed the contrivance we now shall explain. 
But whether by mgic or alchymy’s powers, 

We know not, indeed ‘tis no business of ours ; 
Perbaps it was only by patience and care, 

At last that he brought his invention to bear. 

In youth *twas projected ; but years stole away, 
And ere twas complete he was wrinkled and grey. 
But success is secure unless energy fails ; 

And at length he produced The Philosopher's Scales. 
‘What were they ?—you ask; you shall presently 

see 
These :cales were not made to weigh sugar and tea; 
O no;—for such properties wond’rous had they, 
That qualities, feelings, and thoughts they could 
weigh ! 

Together with articles small or immense, 

lrom mountains or planets, to atoms of sense ; 
Nought was there so bulky, but there it could lay ; 
And nought so ethereal but there it would stay ; 
And nought so reluctant but in it must go: 

All which some examples more clearly will show. 

* The first thing he tried was the head of Voltaire, 
Which retain’d all the wit that had ever been there ; 
As a weight he threw in a torn scrap of a leaf, 
Containing the prayer of the penitent thief ; 

When the skull rose aloft with so sudden a spell, 
As to bound like a ball, on the roof of the cell. 


‘ Next time he put in Alexander the Great, 

With a garment that Dorcas had made—for a weight ; 
And tho’ clad in armor from sandals to crown, 

The hero rose up, and the garment went down. 


* A long row of alms-houses, amply endow'd 

By a well-esteem’d pharisee, busy and proud, 

Now loaded one scale, while the other was prest 

By those mites the poor widow dropp’d into the 
chest ; 

Up flew the endowment, not weighing an ounce, 


And down, down, the farthing’s worth came with a 
bounce. 


plough. 

| A sword, with gilt trappings, rose up in the scale, 

| Though balanced only by a ten-penny nail ; 

A shield and a helmet, a buckler and spear, 

| Weighed less than a widow’s unchrystalized tear. 

| A lord and a lady went up a full sail 

| When a bee chanced to light on the opposite scale. 

| Ten doctors, ten lawyers, two courtiers, one earl, 
Ten councellor’s wigs, full of powder and curl, 

| All heaped in one balance, and swinging from thence, 
Weigh’d less than some atoms of candor and sense ;— 
A first-water diamond, with brilliants begirt, 

Than one good potatoe just wash’d from the dirt ; 
Yet, not mountains of silver and gold would suffice, 
One pearl to outweigh, *twas the ‘pearl of great 
| price.”’ 


* At last the whole world was bowl’din at a grate; 
With the soul of a beggar to serve for a weight; 
' When the former sprang up with so strong a rebuff, 
| That it made a vast rent, and escaped at the roof ; 
| Whence, balanced in air, it ascended on high, 
| And sail’d up aloft—a balloon in the sky ; 
| While the scale with the soul in, so mightily fell, 
That it jerk’d the philosopher out of his cell. 
MORAL. 
{ 


|* Dear reader, if e’er self-deception prevails, 
| We pray you to try The Philosopher's Scales ; 

But if they are lost in the ruins around, 

| Perhaps a goed substitute thus may be found; 

} Let judgment and conscience in circles be cut, 

'To which strings of thought may be carefully put ; 

| Let these be nade even with caution extreme, 

|} And wmpartiality use for a beam ; 

| Then bring those good actions which pride overrates, 
And tear up your motives to serve for the weights.” 
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From the (N. ¥.) Gospel Herald. 
W.L. M*CALLA AGAIN, 
We insert the following ‘:Proposals,”’ published by 

W. L. M’Calla, that the public may have a better op- 

portunity of judging of the pretensions of this man, 

who, with a few of his partizans, has made a great 
noise the year past in Philadelphia. The honest part 
of the community, without regard to their religious 
faith, who have seen the printed Discussion and ac- 
companying documents, will be able to pronounce it 
true or false. For ourselves, we have no worse feel- 
ing for religious blackguards than pity, etc. 

PROPOSALS 

For publishing by subscriplion,a Discussion of Univer 
salism ; or a Defence of Orthodoxy, against the Her- 
esy of Universalism, as advocated by Mr. Abner Knee- 
land, in the debate in the Universalist Church in 
Lombard-street, July, 1824, and in his various publi- 
cations, as also, an those of Mr. Ballou and others. 


the Young Men’s Domestic Missionary Society, com- 
posed of different denominations. By W.L. M’Calla. 


PREFACE TO THE WORK. 


Shortly after my arrival in this place, last May, in- 
formation was received from various quarters that Mr. 


mies of the living God, and of glorying in their silence 
as the effect of conscious guilt and error. Aware of my 
own weakness, but confiding in the Great Head of the 





The profits of the impression to go to the funds of 


{ 





Church, it was impossible to conceal my desire that he 
would challenge me. A mutual friend gave him an 
intimation of my willingness to accept a personal invi- 
tation, but without effect. His general challenge was 
then made the ground of a correspondence which ter- 
minated in a public conference. ‘This was not, by any 
means, intended to supercede the necessity ofa print- 
ed defence, but to excite the public attention to such 
a work, and to make it more worthy of their patronage, 
as well as to silence the audacious boasting of this en- 
emy of God and man. He soon betrayed a great anx- 
iety to terminate the debate. After several unsuc- 
cessful efforts, he cut it short by virtually closing the 
door of his desk upon me. Sickness and the heat of 
the city obliged me to retire to the country. This 
was called a@ retreat, and it was boldly and publicly 
denied that the doors of the church were shut upon 
me. To settle these points, an offer was made to re- 
sume the discussion, which offer he was very far from 
accepting. To retrieve their loss, a Universalist 
preacher, a pretended stenographer, was employed to 
write the debate in such a way as to transfer the vic- 
tory from one side tothe other. Although he at first 
promised verbal accuracy, he at last professed to give 
the argument only, although this was as far beyond his 
capacity as it was contrary to his wish. ‘ihe perfor- 
mance of his enterprise with fidelity and ability, would 
have been much more gratifying to me and my friends 
than to himand his. Yet every one conversant with 
such matters, knows that in such discussions an argu- 
ment is more diluted than it should be when commit- 
ted to paper, and that it is not necessary to record re- 
peated refutations of the same error, which were made 


|) necessary in debate in order to meet the extemporane 


ous and reiterated effusions of heretical sophistry. Al 
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though the employed stenographer professed to d 


tice to my argument, he has been guilty of such oa 


, sions and interpolations, transpositions, and alterations 
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--— \a full opportunity of writing for himself. 


|himself and for me, is not my design. 





jume. 


as were Calculated to destroy it. While, for the sake 
of perspicuity and precision, I take the liberty of ar- 
ranging and condensing the matter of the discussion, 
in such a manner as,is suitable to written composition, 
the hearer will see that real justice is done to the argu- 
ment on both sides. As my opponent had a full oppor- 
tunity of speaking for himself, so, in revising and cor- 
recting the work of his employed Reporter, he has had 
To copy all 
that he has published, through his stenographer, for 
Any one who 
has read those drowsy pages will readily excuse me, 
and any one who has not, may see a fair specimen in 
the piece signed Leng-hand, published in the Demo 
cratic Press, of Sept. 23d, and copied in No. 11, of the 
Introductory Documents in this work. ‘This is one of 
the least important of many newspaper publications 
connected with this controversy, with which it is 
thought proper to occupy the first part of this little vol- 
For reasons explained in the introductory doc- 
uments, its bulk will also be increased by additional 
matter both in confirmation and refutation; and the 
latter of these shall now take the precedency, as tl:e 
arguments of my opponent are all before me, in what 
he calls ‘‘as faithful a report as ever was made.” 

fThe following Postscript accompanied the Propo- 
sals. | 

Dear Sir,— It is probable that where you live, as in 
the greater part of Christendom, the doctrive of Uni- 
versalism has done some harm. Intelligence has been 
sent to this City that its malignity is considerably ag- 
gravated by a spurious publication of my debate with 
Mr. Kneeland. Will you be se kind as to use your in- 
fluence with the merchants and others to get them to 


send orders to the booksellers of this place, by the de- 


| delegates to the General Assembly or otherwise? May 


Kneeland had long been in the habit of defying the ar- | 
'who loy 


temporal and spiritual prosperity attend yeu and all 
the Lord, for the Redeemer’s sake. 

W. M°CALLA. 
Philadeiphia, J 





